5 Essential Plugins For The WordPress Novice

Post introduction:

It can be rather overwhelming when you are first introduced to WordPress. Although the user interface is highly intuitive, the sheer power of the system and number of options is enough to initially confuse even the savviest of bloggers.

Post synopsis:

There is a lot to take in when first using WordPress. Plugins can be especially confusing – how do you know what is good and what is bad? Suggest 5 plugins (probably along the lines of spam protection, social media, comments, contact form and SEO) with reasons for why each is ‘essential’.
All You Need To Know About Handling Comment Spam In WordPress 
Post introduction:

Spam comments are the bane of many a WordPress user. However, they don’t have to be. The issue of comment spam is actually easily resolvable, despite the sheer quantity of plugins out there that suggest the issue is difficult to manage.

Post synopsis:

In a nutshell – use ‘Growmap Anti Spambot Plugin’. I personally use this on all of my blogs, I have noticed that it is used on several ‘big’ blogs, and it appears to be a foolproof spam-prevention method. Explain how it works and why it is to simple and elegant. Also provide guidance on how to format the plugin’s output to meld in with your theme (this requires a bit of CSS trickery).

One Boring Necessity That Many WordPress Users Neglect 
Post introduction:

I don’t want to get too philosophical, but there are many essential things that we must do in life that are simply not that exciting. Submitting your tax return. Sorting out health insurance. The list goes on. Fortunately, WordPress isn’t as demanding as life, but there is one absolute necessity that you may be neglecting – backing up.
Post synopsis:

Explain why backing up is so important, and provide a breakdown of plugins based upon different criteria (free, cheap, expensive, basic, comprehensive).
Social Media Overload: Best Plugins Rundown 
Post introduction:

Social media is here to stay, and as such, it should make up a huge part of your blog’s marketing. You should spend no small amount of time tailoring social media interaction on your blog. Fortunately, there are a plethora of free plugins available for you to download.

Post synopsis:

List the most popular social media plugins, explain how they can be implemented and why they are good/bad.
What Everyone Should Know About Thesis 
Post introduction:

If you are at all familiar with WordPress, you will have probably heard about Thesis. And you are certainly familiar with WPMU, as you are reading this article! So why am I writing a post about Thesis when we have an enormous selection of quality themes? Simple – because if you think that Thesis is right for you, there is something that you should understand first.
Post synopsis:

Whilst Thesis is a powerful theme, you will need to be extremely comfortable with HTML, CSS and PHP to get the most out of it. It is certainly not a ‘turn-key’ theme. It is also not cheap. Alternatively, if you become a WPMU DEV member, amongst the numerous other benefits, you will have access to a huge number of themes, ready for you to implement with ease.
